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Your tattoo artist will put a bandage on your 
new tattoo. Keep the bandage on for 3-5 days 
(preferably 5).

The bandage may make your skin look weird, 
but that’s okay. It’s just �uid and it’s helping your 
tattoo heal.

You can shower like normal. But you shouldn’t 
go swimming or get a sunburn for at least a 
week.

After 3-5 days, slowly peel o� the bandage 
under warm running water. Start from the top 
and peel it down. Don’t “rip it o� like a 
Band-Aid.”
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If the �uid in the bandage starts to leak out it’s 
okay to remove before the recommended time. 
Do not rebandage.

Wash your new tattoo with unscented 
antibacterial soap and water. Avoid using 
anything abrasive like a washcloth or loofah. 
Some residue from the bandage may remain; 
this will wash o�.

If your new tattoo gets dry and itchy, you can 
use a small amount of unscented lotion on it 
(Lubriderm is a good brand.) Be sure to use only 
a small amount so the skin can still receive 
oxygen.

The healing process for tattoos usually takes one 
to three weeks, depending on how much work 
was done.


